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[bookmark: _GoBack]Imagine for a minute that you live in a mansion, with massive lands: as far as the eye can see, luxurious and beautiful lands with rivers, forests and grasslands in which you are self-sufficient. You cherish this; you take great care of it and live off of the land, making sure you don’t take advantage of it in any way. Each morning, you enjoy the beautiful sunrise and whenever you take something from the environment surrounding you, you pledge that it will not go wasted. Suddenly, out of nowhere a group of men that you have never seen before just take it all. They force you to live in a fraction of the mansion’s basement in which you can no longer be self-sufficient. In addition, you are forced to assimilate with their customs, religion and culture because to them, you’re known as a ‘savage’. This is not fair at all. This is analogous to what Native Americans have faced throughout history since the beginning of the European colonization. Since then, the colonists have made huge progress and eventually created the great country known today as ‘Canada’.  However, before and after confederation, even at the time of Canada’s centennial year, the original inhabitants of this great land have not been treated justly; being forced to assimilate through boarding schools, signing treaties that have not been fulfilled by the government, taking away their land rights, and taking their right to self-govern. Despite Canada being a country propagating itself as the land of promise and freedom, first nations most likely did not share that belief, due to numerous unresolved injustices. Even with the Indian Act, First nation peoples were still not treated equally. Luckily, this began to change drastically in the 1970’s. Despite many obstacles in between the years 1960 – 1988 significant progress has still been made. First Nation peoples have become stronger than ever before especially after all the challenges faced on their ongoing struggle advocating for their rights diplomatically and efficiently. The Aboriginal People’s voices did not go unheard, all the setbacks such as the ‘White Paper’, James Bay Project, and forced assimilation through unjust foster care for aboriginal children, just made them stronger.
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There has always been severe discrimination against the Aboriginal Peoples, since the Europeans first set foot on what is now known as North America. They were thought as being ‘savages’, and inferior due to their ‘unusual’ life style, which the Europeans deemed uncivilized. This trend continues for a while eventually getting to the point where child services was putting aboriginal children up for adoption because their parents are deemed inferior and unable to sustain a family simply because they are aboriginal. Most of the adoptions occurred in the 60’s and lasted until about the mid 1980’s, and therefore was coined as the ‘Sixties Scoop’.  Just recently, a lawsuit was filed against the attorney general of British Columbia in which the plaintiff explains how she “was taken when she was 4” and “her non-aboriginal mother tried to wash away her "dirty brown colour" and burned a stuffed tiger full of "Indian bugs."”2 The Children who have had to live through these foster homes were plentiful. “Statistics from the Department of Indian Affairs reveal a total of 11,132 “, however, “many native children were not recorded as ‘status’ in adoption or foster care records. Of these children who were adopted, 70% were adopted into non-native homes.”3 Some of the children were discriminated and verbally abused of simply for being aboriginal. While others just grew up not knowing who they were and where they came from, many of them are yet to be reunited with their birth parents. Finally, this government policy was discontinued in mid 1980’s. Other laws that have been used against First Nation Peoples are for example: Prohibition. The British and then the Colonial Canadians have always prohibited alcohol to the Aboriginals, and in an attempt to promote assimilation; in order for an Indian to drink she or he would have to give up their Indian status. However by 1985 this law had been dismantled. Last Example of laws that have been used against Aboriginals: 1951 Indian Act Clause (12(1) b). In 1985 the Indian act clause, which
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stated that an aboriginal woman marrying a non-aboriginal man causes her to lose her Indian Status1, was changed, after an aboriginal woman lost her Indian status and took her case to the United Nations Committee on Human Rights. Mary Early was then later on the first aboriginal woman to have her native status restored after marrying a non-aboriginal man. After many women losing their status, this clause finally got amended. All this goes to show is how far patience and persistence can take you. First Nations people have handled all these Social Justice Issues very wisely.

The proposal of the ‘White Paper’ by the Trudeau government made the First Nations ‘step up their game’ to say the least. Pierre Trudeau has always had ideals of integration and equality, which are admirable. However, just as he opposed Quebec’s Independence he also opposed the idea of Native self-government.  Trudeau believed that the best way to solve all their diplomatic problems was with assimilating the natives with Mainstream Canadian Society, which is what the ‘White Paper’ called for. Its purpose was to completely end all aboriginal social justice progress by getting rid of the Indian Affairs Department of the federal government as well as eliminating the Indian act and everything associated with it such as Indian Status. The First Nations strongly opposed this, of course, and in response native bands came together to form the ‘Native Indian Brotherhood’ in which the Red Paper was created in response to the White paper. The ‘Red Paper’ clearly stated that the Native Peoples must retain their distinct cultures as well as have self-government systems in which they’d also have economic power over their own community. It also included federal funding of millions of dollars to provide the native peoples services that the rest of Canada took for granted, such as health care, police force, etc. 5  The organized reaction from Aboriginal organizations caused the Trudeau government to withdraw the White Paper and comply with some of the 
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terms of the Red paper (such as First Nation aboriginal services), however, the government’s effort was very minimalistic and insufficient compared to what the rest of Canada received. This motivated native organizations to become more active in advocating their cause.  There were still many unjust setbacks in the Indian act of 1951.

At this point, governments began to see the importance in fair negotiations and began to allow first nation autonomy to a certain extent. They did this by officially recognizing that aboriginal peoples could be responsible for their own community services. The announcement of the James Bay project brought a lot of protests not just from the First Nations living in the area, but environmentalists as well. Against everyone’s wishes, the first phase of the project was completed. However, “fear of legal judgements and public attitudes”6 forced the Quebec Government to compensate the affected. Also, the Pipeline project in the Western Canadian provinces was put on moratorium so the affected first nations could work out agreements with oil companies. 

 Life has been hard for aboriginals since the arrival of European colonists; however, thanks to mutual cooperation things are getting better. All in all, despite all these setbacks and roadblocks the aboriginal peoples have been able to achieve most of their goals, and come back stronger, determined to get their rights without assimilating. They have gone through many hard times such as the ‘Sixties Scoop’, and huge pressure to assimilate, but they have shown to the world that persistence and determination can get anyone anything and anywhere in life. What seemed almost impossible at first, is now really close, their rights and self-governance is at their grasp. “I seek strength, not to be superior to my brothers, but to be able to fight my greatest enemy: myself.” 7
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